
Planning Guide for Funeral Liturgies at Saint Joseph’s Church 

_____________, 20__ – Funeral or Memorial Liturgy for the Soul of __________________________ 
(Month and Day) (Year) (Full Name of Deceased) 
 

The Funeral Liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the Christian community for the deceased.  There 
are two forms of the Funeral Liturgy:  the Funeral Mass and the Funeral Liturgy outside Mass.  During the 
Funeral Liturgy the community gathers with the family and friends of the deceased to give praise and thanks 
to God for Christ’s victory over sin and death, to commend the deceased to God’s tender mercy and 
compassion, and to seek strength in the proclamation of the paschal mystery.  The Pastor or another 
designated minister will assist the family in understanding this planning guide and selecting readings and 
music appropriate for the Funeral or Memorial Liturgy. 

General guidelines for music in Eucharistic celebrations apply equally to the Funeral or Memorial Liturgy.  
The prayerful participation of the assembly—whether in silence or in song—affirms the value of praying for 
the soul of the deceased and gives strength and consolation to them. 

Sacred music is an integral part to the celebration of the Funeral Liturgy.  The selection of music must be 
liturgical and express our Christian belief in the gift of the resurrection.  Religious hymns should speak to 
the mysteries of our Faith regarding death and resurrection.  While popular music may warm the hearts of 
those who are left behind, it must never replace sacred music, and is not suitable for a Funeral Liturgy.  
Such music is better suited to be played during the visitation or during a luncheon following Mass, if 
applicable.  No recorded music of any kind is permitted immediately before or during the Liturgy or during 
any of the three formal parts of the Order of Christian Funerals (Vigil, Funeral Mass or Liturgy outside Mass, 
and Rite of Committal).  Every effort must be made to accompany the funeral rites with appropriate hymns, 
responses, and acclamations. 

Processions, especially when accompanied with music and singing, can strengthen the bond of communion 
in the assembly.  For processions, ministers of music should give preference to settings of psalms and songs 
that are responsorial or litanic in style and that allow the people to respond to the verses with an invariable 
refrain.  During the various processions, it is preferable that the pallbearers carry the coffin as a sign of 
reverence and respect for the deceased. 

The Catholic Church does not label or title our Funeral Liturgy as a “Celebration of the Life of...” a person.  
That label is frequently used in our culture for the funerals of celebrities.  Every Catholic funeral is a 
celebration of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus—a Eucharistic celebration.  The deceased is 
remembered as one who shared in Christ’s life through baptism.  We believe that God is faithful to us, and 
so we believe that the deceased lives in Christ forever. 

What follows is the typical order of a Mass for the Soul of a deceased person, including a description of the 
Mass part and suggestions for music appropriate to that part of the Mass.  Please indicate your selections 
appropriate to each part of the Mass as directed in each individual section.  Underlined text in the document 
indicates a musical recording or score that you may access on the Web to assist you in choosing the music.  
If you are unfamiliar with a certain song, you are encouraged to look it up on the World Wide Web using a 
site such as www.YouTube.com.  Any song or hymn not in the lists must be a sacred one that is appropriate 
for the liturgical action and speaks of God’s mercy or trust in God or prays for the soul of the deceased. 

http://www.youtube.com/
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Before the Mass 

The Procession to the Church 

There is no prelude music before a Funeral or Memorial Mass.  Traditionally, a procession to bring the body 
of the deceased from the home to the church took place before the Funeral Mass.  This procession normally 
occurs by motor vehicle nowadays, but it is still appropriate to sing antiphons and psalms as the assembly 
arrives before Mass.  When Mass is to begin, an antiphon and psalm or a chant may be sung as the priest 
and ministers go to greet the body of the deceased and the deceased’s family and friends at the door of the 
church.  Please choose one of the following antiphon and psalm or songs to be sung for the procession of 
the priest and ministers. 

 ___ “Grant Them Eternal Rest” (Alstott) ...................................... Journeysongs III #132 
 
___ “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” (DUKE STREET) ...... Journeysongs III #129 
 
___ “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (SAINT ANNE) ............. Journeysongs III #672 
 
___ “Lord of All Hopefulness” (SLANE) ..................................... Journeysongs III #647 
 
___ “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” (SAINT COLUMBA)Journeysongs III #690 

The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

The First Reading is taken from the Old Testament, except during Eastertide when a reading from the Acts 
of the Apostles or Revelation may be chosen.  Select one of the following readings. 

 ___ II Maccabees 12:43-46 
 He acted in an excellent and noble way as he had the resurrection of the dead in view.  
 [Adults] 
 
___ Job 19:1,23-27a 
 I know that my Vindicator lives. [Adults] 
 
___ Wisdom 3:1-9 or Wisdom 3:1-6,9 
 As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. [Adults] 
 
___ Wisdom 4:7-15 
 An unsullied life, the attainment of old age. [Adults] 
 
___ Isaiah 25:6a,7-9 
 He will destroy death forever. [Adults, Children, Unbaptized Children] 
 
___ Lamentations 3:17-26 
 It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. [Adults] 
 
___ Lamentations 3:22-26 

http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_5_26.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_5_23.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_12.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_21_11.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_23_2.mp3
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2maccabees/12/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/job/19/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/wisdom/3/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/wisdom/4/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/25/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lamentations/3/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/lamentations/3/
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 It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord.  
 [Children, Unbaptized Children] 
 
___ Daniel 12:1-3 
 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. [Adults] 
 
___ Acts of the Apostles 7:9-10,15-17 
 God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. [Children during Eastertide] 
 
___ Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43 or Acts of the Apostles 10:34-36,42-43 
 He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead.  
 [Adults during Eastertide] 
 
___ Revelation 14:13 
 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. [Adults during Eastertide] 
 
___ Revelation 20:11—21:1 
 The dead were judged according to their deeds. [Adults during Eastertide] 
 
___ Revelation 21:1-5a,6b-7 
 There shall be no more death. [Adults or Children during Eastertide] 

Responsorial Psalm 

Following the First Reading, the Responsorial Psalm is sung.  The psalmist sings the verses with the 
assembly joining in the Psalm response.  As an integral part of the Liturgy of the Word, the Psalm is to be 
proclaimed from the ambo and its text may not be a paraphrase of Holy Scripture.  “Shepherd Me, O God” 
by Marty Haugen and “On Eagle’s Wings” by Michael Joncas are songs that paraphrase psalms and so are 
not appropriate Responsorial Psalm settings.  They are appropriate during the Communion Procession or 
the Procession to the Place of Committal after Mass. 

 ___ Psalm 23(22):1; Psalm 23(22):1-3a,3b-4,5,6  .............................. Respond & Acclaim  
 “The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.” [Adults, Children] 
 
___ Psalm 23(22):4; Psalm 23(22):1-3a,3b-4,5,6 ............................... Respond & Acclaim  
 “Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil, for you are with me.” 
 [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 25(24):1; Psalm 25(24):6 and 7b,17-18,20-21 ................ Respond & Acclaim  
 “To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.” [Adults, Children, Unbaptized Children] 
 
___ Psalm 25(24):3a; Psalm 25(24):6 and 7b,17-18,20-21 ............... Respond & Acclaim  
 “No one who waits for you, O Lord, will ever be put to shame.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 27(26):1; Psalm 27(26):1,4,7 and 8b and 9a, 13-14 ....... Respond & Acclaim  
 or  
___ Psalm 27:  “The Lord Is My Light” (Schiavone) ................... Journeysongs III #130 
 “The Lord is my light and my salvation.” [Adults] 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/daniel/12/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/7/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/10/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/14/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/20/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/revelation/21/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/23/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/25/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27/
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_5_24.mp3
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___ Psalm 27(26):13; Psalm 27(26):1,4,7 and 8b and 9a, 13-14 ..... Respond & Acclaim  
 or  
___ Psalm 27:  “I Believe That I Shall See” (Schiavone) ............. Journeysongs III #130 
 “I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord in the land of the living.”  
 [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 42(41):3; Psalm 42(41):2,3,5cdef; Psalm 43(42):3,4,5 
 “My soul is thirsting for the living God:  when shall I see him face to face?  
 [Adults, Children] 
 
___ Psalm 63(62):2b; Psalm 63(62):2,3-4,5-6,8-9 
 “My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 103(102):8a;  
 Psalm 103(102):8 and 10, 13-14, 15-16, 17-18 .......................... Respond & Acclaim  
 “The Lord is kind and merciful.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 37(36):39a;  
 Psalm 103(102):8 and 10, 13-14, 15-16, 17-18 
 “The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 116(115):9; Psalm 116(115):5,6,10-11,15-16ac 
 “I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.”  
 or  
 “Alleluia.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 122(121):1; Psalm 122(121):1-2,4-5,6-7,8-9 
 “I rejoiced when I heard them say:  let us go to the house of the Lord.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 122(121):see 1; Psalm 122(121):1-2,4-5,6-7,8-9 
 “Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 130(129):1; Psalm 130(129):1-2,3-4,4-6,7-8 
 “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 130(129):see 5; Psalm 130(129):1-2,3-4,5-6ab,6c-7,8 
 “I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 143(142):1a; Psalm 143(142):1-2,5-6,7ab and 8ab, 10 
 “O Lord, hear my prayer.” [Adults] 
 
___ Psalm 148:13a; Psalm 148:1-2,11-13a,13c-14 
 “Let all praise the name of the Lord.” [Children] 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/27/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/42/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/63/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/103/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/116/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/122/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/122/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/130/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/130/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/143/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/psalms/148/
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Second Reading 

The Second Reading is taken from the Epistles of the New Testament.  Please indicate the Scripture passage 
you have chosen for the Second Reading. 

 ___ Romans 5:5-11 
 The love of God has been poured out into our hearts. [Adults] 
 
___ Romans 6:3-4,8-9 
 We too might live in newness of life. [Adults] 
 
___ Romans 6:3-4,8-9 
 We believe that we shall also live with him. [Children] 
 
___ Romans 8:14-23 
 We also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.   
 [Adults] 
 
___ Romans 8:31b-35,37-39 
 What will separate us from the love of Christ? [Adults] 
 
___ Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12 
 Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. [Adults] 
 
___ Romans 14:7-9 
 Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s. [Children] 
 
___ I Corinthians 15:20-28 or I Corinthians 15:20-23 
 So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. [Adults] 
 
___ I Corinthians 15:20-23 
 So too in Christ shall all be brought to life. [Children] 
 
___ I Corinthians 15:51-57 
 Death is swallowed up in victory. [Adults] 
 
___ II Corinthians 4:14—5:1 
 What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal. [Adults] 
 
___ II Corinthians 5:1,6-10 
 We have a building from God, eternal in heaven. [Adults] 
 
___ Ephesians 1:3-5 
 He chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy. [Children] 
 
___ Philippians 3:20-21 
 He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory. [Adults] 
 
___ I Thessalonians 4:13-18 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/5/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/6/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/6/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/8/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/8/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/14/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/romans/14/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1corinthians/15/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2corinthians/4/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2corinthians/5/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/1/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/philippians/3/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/4/
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 Thus we shall always be with the Lord. [Adults] 
 
___ I Thessalonians 4:13-14,18 
 We shall be with the Lord forever. [Children] 
 
___ II Timothy 2:8-13 
 If we have died with him we shall also live with him. [Adults] 
 
___ I John 3:1-2 
 We shall see him as he is. [Adults]  
 
___ I John 3:14-16 
 We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our brothers. [Adults] 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist1 

Offertory Antiphon or Hymn 

When Mass is celebrated, Offertory music accompanies the Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts of the 
bread and wine that are to become the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Jesus Christ offered to the Father.  
Silence is appropriate at this time or an antiphon or congregational hymn may also accompany the liturgical 
action if so desired; however, the music used here may not prolong this part of the Liturgy.  If a 
congregational hymn is chosen, it should follow the same criteria stated for the processional hymn before 
Mass.  The Offertory music may also be a sacred composition sung only by the cantor or choir such as “Ave 
Maria”.  If you choose an Offertory hymn, consider that the members of the congregation may be more 
likely to sing a familiar song or one with an easily learned and repeatable refrain.  Another way to encourage 
congregational participation at this time is to choose a responsorial setting of a Psalm.  Select one item from 
the following list. 

 ___ No music, with the words of offering of the gifts recited audibly by the  
 Priest-Celebrant 
 
___ “Amazing Grace” (NEW BRITAIN) ..................................... Journeysongs III #680 
 
___ “Be Not Afraid” (Dufford) ....................................................... Journeysongs III #673 
 
___ “Eye Has Not Seen” (Haugen) ..................................................... Supplement #1165 
 
___ “I Heard the Voice of Jesus” (KINGSFOLD) ...................... Journeysongs III #692 
 
___ “Jerusalem, My Happy Home” (LAND OF REST) ............. Journeysongs III #758 
 
___ “Jesus, Remember Me” (Berthier, Taizé) ..................................... Supplement #1169 
 
___ “Keep in Mind” (Deiss)............................................................. Journeysongs III #559 
 

                                                           
1 The Liturgy of the Eucharist and Communion Rite only take place when Mass is celebrated. 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/1thessalonians/4/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/2timothy/2/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1john/3/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/1john/3/
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_20.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_13.mp3
http://resources.giamusic.com/mp3s/400_11.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_23_4.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_25_16.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/20213_3_16.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_18_7.mp3
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___ “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” (RESIGNATION) . Journeysongs III #699 
 
___ “You Are Mine” (Haas) .................................................................. Supplement #1171 
 
___ “Pie Jesu” from Requiem in D minor, Opus 48 (Gabriel Fauré)  
 [score/video; sung by Soprano soloist] 
 
___ “Pie Jesu” from Requiem (Andrew Lloyd Webber)  
 [video; duet sung by two Sopranos] 

Communion Rite2 

Communion Antiphon and Psalm or Hymn 

The Communion Antiphon and Psalm or a hymn may accompany the reception of Holy Communion by 
the members of the congregation.  Prayerful congregational singing is appropriate because it gives 
expression to our unity in the Body of Christ.  When choosing music for the Communion procession, 
consider that the Faithful will be processing to receive Holy Communion and may not be able to carry 
hymnals with them.  They may be more likely to sing a familiar song or one with an easily learned and 
repeatable refrain.  A song with a Eucharistic text or text based on the Gospel reading is most appropriate 
as a Communion Song.  A way to encourage congregational participation at this time is to choose a setting 
of a Psalm from the following list.  The music for the Communion procession may also be a sacred 
composition sung only by the cantor such as “Panis Angelicus” or a chant such as “Ave Verum Corpus”.  
The Roman Gradual suggests that a setting of Psalm 16, Psalm 23; Psalm 27; Psalm 121, Psalm 130, or John 6 
is most appropriate.  Please note that a “Communion meditation” is not a part of Catholic Mass, as the 
music at Communion is to accompany the procession.  If you would like the Communion Antiphon and 
Psalm 121 to be chanted during the Communion procession, select the first option.  Otherwise select 
another Psalm or song from the list that follows it. 

 ___ IV Esdras 2:34-35; Psalm 121(120) .................... Graduale Romanum/Roman Missal 
 (Motyka) [score/listen] .............................. Laudate Dominum Communion Antiphons 
 “Lux æterna…” / “Let perpetual light shine upon them, with your Saints for  
 ever, for you are merciful.  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let  
 perpetual light shine upon them, with your Saints for ever, for you are  
 merciful.” 

 
 ___ Psalm 16:  “Center of My Life” (Inwood) .............................. Journeysongs III #665 

 
___ Psalm 23:  “Shepherd Me, O God” (Haugen) ............................ Supplement #1100 
 
___ Psalm 23:  “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Crandal) .................. Journeysongs III #23 
 
___ Psalm 23:  “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Keil) ........................ Journeysongs III #24 
 
___ Psalm 23:  “The Lord Is My Shepherd” (Schiavone) ............ Journeysongs III #133 
 

                                                           
2 The Liturgy of the Eucharist and Communion Rite only take place when Mass is celebrated. 

http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_23_11.mp3
http://resources.giamusic.com/mp3s/517_11.mp3
http://www0.cpdl.org/wiki/images/sheet/faure/fau-req4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUBtNl2JB1Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qRSo-h6JBw
http://www.communionantiphons.org/uploads/5/7/6/8/5768367/all_souls.pdf
http://www.communionantiphons.org/uploads/5/7/6/8/5768367/all_souls.mp3
http://www.communionantiphons.org/
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_5.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/9975_1_4.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_1_23.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_1_24.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_5_27.mp3
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___ Psalm 25:  “To You, O Lord” (Alstott) ....................................... Supplement #1101 
 
___ Psalm 25:  “To You, O Lord” (Soper) ...................................... Journeysongs III #28 
 
___ Psalm 27:  “Song of Farewell” (Sands).................................... Journeysongs III #553 
 
___ Psalm 27:  “The Lord Is My Light” (DeBruyn) ....................... Journeysongs III #31 
 
___ Psalm 63:  “My Soul Is Thirsting” (Modlin) ............................. Journeysongs III #54 
 
___ “Blest Are They” (Haas) ................................................................. Supplement #1161 
 
___ “Eat This Bread” (Berthier, Taizé) ............................................... Supplement #1163 
 
___ “I Am the Bread of Life” (Toolan/BREAD OF LIFE) ........... Supplement #1167 
 
___ “Unless a Grain of Wheat” (Farrell) ........................................ Journeysongs III #725 

The Procession to the Place of Committal 
After the Priest-Celebrant invites all to take the body of the deceased to the place of his or her rest, “In 
Paradisum” is sung and is usually followed by “Chorus Angelorum” as the procession to the place of 
committal begins. 

Antiphons and Psalms or Songs 

After these chants, additional antiphons and psalms or an additional song may be sung.  Please choose one 
of the following Psalms or songs to accompany the procession out of the church. 

 ___ Psalm 42:  “As the Deer Longs” (O WALY WALY) ........... Journeysongs III #663 
 
___ Psalm 42/43:  “As the Deer Longs” (B. Hurd) ....................... Journeysongs III #44 
 
___ Psalm 25:  “To You, O Lord” (Alstott) ....................................... Supplement #1101 
 
___ Psalm 25:  “To You, O Lord” (Soper) ...................................... Journeysongs III #28 
 
___ Psalm 16:  “The Path of Life” (Soper) ...................................... Journeysongs III #15 
 
___ Psalm 91:  “On Eagle’s Wings” (Joncas) ................................ Journeysongs III #671 
 
___ “For All the Saints” (SINE NOMINE) .................................. Journeysongs III #504 
 
___ “How Great Thou Art” (O STORE GUD)........................... Journeysongs III #614 
 
___ “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” (HOUSTON) ..... Journeysongs III #632 
 
___ “Song of Farewell” (OLD HUNDREDTH) ......................... Journeysongs III #134 

http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_1_28.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_18_1.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_2_1.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_2_24.mp3
http://resources.giamusic.com/mp3s/390_23.mp3
http://resources.giamusic.com/mp3s/375_4.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/12087_1_9.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_24_11.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_3.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_2_14.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_1_28.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_1_15.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_22_11.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_16_4.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_20_4.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_20_22.mp3
http://cdn.ocp.org/shared/mp3/listen/21007_5_28.mp3
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